Balancing calcium and phosphorus levels in chronic renal failure patients.
Patients with chronic renal failure (CRF) can develop problems such as lethargy, tetany, and muscle spasms, which can increase their morbidity and mortality. Because of their non-functioning kidneys, patients with CRF require in-depth and comprehensive monitoring of calcium (Ca) and phosphorus (P) levels. This article presents advanced nursing actions and critical thinking strategies for use by the critical care nurse when caring for patients with CRF.